
Bates Mill no. 5 

Vision and Values 

 

Vision 

We envision a grocery marketplace in 

Bates Mill No. 5 that supports the 

continued vibrant growth of L+A. The 

priorities will be on health, learning, 

and locally-sourced food, while 

considering the needs of our diverse 

community. 

Values 

1. Supports the Continued Vibrant 

Growth of L+A: 

2. Provides Healthy & Locally-sourced 

food 

 

3. Integrates Learning 

 

4. Considers the needs of our diverse 

community 

Grow L+A Marketplace Values  
Community Survey 

Results Summary 

Grow L+A is a non-profit dedicated to growing Lewiston and Auburn by promoting 

responsible development: development that is economically sound, sustainable, socially 

responsible, and supports a healthy community. The focus point of Grow L+A’s energy is 

seeing Bates Mill no. 5 transformed into a community destination that supports healthy living, 

a connected community and economic development.  

 

BACKGROUND 

Since 2012, Grow L+A has engaged the 

community to define its vision of a transformed 

Mill5, and worked to realize that vision in an 

authentic and meaningful way. Two large 

anchor tenants will add state of the art health 

and wellness facilities to the project. The vision 

articulated by the community has consistently 

included the addition of a synergistic 

marketplace. 

Over the summer and fall of 2015, Grow L+A 

hosted community conversations and a large 

forum that engaged hundreds of people. Over 

the course of engagement, the vision and 

values participants held in regards to a 

potential marketplace became evident. Using 

the input from community, the members of 

Grow L+A crafted a vision and values 

statement.  In the spring of 2016, Grow L+A 

engaged the community through a 

combination of pop up events and an online 

survey in an effort to affirm the statement, and 

to define the key components of a potential 

marketplace.   

  



RESULTS 

The online survey deployed through social media and the Grow L+A website received 338 

responses over the course of 8 weeks.  

 

Community Values 

Respondents were asked “what value resonates with you the most?”, and were only able to 

select one response. “Supports the continued vibrant growth of L+A” was the most popular 

answer.  

 

 

 

Reasons for Support 

Respondents were asked “what are your reasons for supporting a marketplace in Mill no. 5?”, 

and were able to select all that applied. “Marketplace for local food and products” and 

“Innovative Economic Development” were the most popular responses.  

 



Marketplace Products 

Survey respondents were asked “what products would you like to see in a potential 

Marketplace?”, and their responses showed an overwhelming support for local/locally (253 

responses), food (141 responses) and products (63 responses). The word cloud below 

captures the most frequently used terms.   

 

 

Demographics of respondents 

Age        Home community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


